Minutes – February 1, 2011

7:00 P.M. – REGULAR MEETING

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Patterson, Louisiana was held on Tuesday, February 1, 2011.  The meeting was held at 1314 Main Street in the Council meeting room at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Rodney A. Grogan presided over the meeting.

Councilmembers present:  L. Mendoza, J. Rentrop, J. Russo, III, C. Sawyer, S. Turner

Councilmembers absent:  None

Also present was Russel Cremaldi, City Attorney and Phillip Parker from GSE.

Pastor Lamur Oliver led the Invocation.
Councilmember L. Mendoza led the Pledge of Allegiance

Motion was made by Councilmember Mendoza, seconded by Councilmember Rentrop to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and approve the minutes as written.  The Council unanimously agreed.

The Council unanimously granted a Can Shake Permit to Patterson High School.

A Permit was granted to the Krewe of Amani to hold their annual Lundi Gras Parade.  The Chief of Police approved the parade route for the Krewe of Amani.  The Council unanimously agreed to approve the request.

Motion was made by Councilmember Mendoza, seconded by Councilmember Sawyer to introduce an Ordinance approving the defeasance of all outstanding maturities of the General Obligation Bonds, Series 2002.

Motion was made by Councilmember Turner, seconded by Councilmember Rentrop to adopt a Resolution against illegal guns and supporting civility.

Voting yeas:  Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo, III, Sawyer and Turner

Voting nay:  None

Mayor Grogan reported joining the U. S. Conference of Mayors and predicted benefits to the City for the networking and other resources available.
Motion was made by Councilmember Russo, seconded by Councilmember Mendoza to expand the Agenda to include the following items:  April 30, 2011 Special Election, Special Awards Presentation, Cleanest City Contest, Teens against Violence and the 4th of July Celebration.

Voting yeas:  Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo, III, Sawyer and Turner

Voting nay:  None

Absent and not voting:  None

Mayor Grogan stated that the City has set a special election for April 30, 2011 seeking voter approval to issue $5 million in bonds for the construction of a new Water Plant.  The Mayor and Council and City Manager urged the citizens to go out and vote.  City Manager David Lowery stated that the City could have a new bond issue without raising taxes to build this Water Plant which will serve the next generation and the generation after that.

Mayor R. Grogan announced plans to hold a two-day Fourth of July celebration this year.  Possible events include pirogue races on Bayou Teche, with proceeds benefiting the volunteer fire department/ a fun run-walk, with proceeds given to charity; and food booths run by local civic organizations.
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Councilmember Claire Sawyer reported that the City and the Garden Club is preparing to enter the Cleanest City Contest.  Councilmember Sawyer stated it has been approximately 5 years since the City participated.

A Permit was granted to Ladies of Destine to hold Teens against Violence poker run on March 19, 2011.  The Council unanimously approved the request.
Mayor R. Grogan presented special awards.  A Business award was given to Patterson State Bank, Civic Award given to the Volunteer Fire Department and a Special Service Award given to Perry “Ned” Stephens.

There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, Councilmember Mendoza made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Rentrop to adjourn the meeting.

The Council unanimously agreed.

Pamela Washington, City Clerk                               Rodney A. Grogan, Mayor
