Minutes – July 7, 2015
City of Patterson, Louisiana 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Patterson, Louisiana was held on Tuesday, July 7, 2015.  The meeting was held at 1314 Main Street in the Council meeting room at 6:30 PM.

Mayor Rodney Grogan presided over the meeting.

A PUBLIC HEARING was held to discuss variance requests at 124 Red Cypress Road and 1831 Main Street from R6 Residential to C-Commercial.  Rudy Sparks represented Williams, Inc., to explain the reasoning for the request to change the zoning.  70 Citizens signed a petition not to grant the zoning request.  Councilmember Rentrop made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Russo to close the Public Hearing.  The Council unanimously agreed.
REGULAR MEETING

The Mayor called the Council Meeting to order.

Councilmember Larry Mendoza led the Invocation.
Councilmember Joe Russo led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Grogan asked for a motion to amend the agenda to go into Executive Session.  Attorney Russel Cremaldi stated it was to discuss litigation in the case of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill.  Motion was made by Councilmember Rentrop and seconded by Councilmember Mendoza to amend the agenda to go into executive session.  A roll call vote was held.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner voted yea.  No councilmembers were absent or abstained.  There was no public comment.
Mayor Grogan asked to amend the agenda a second time to allow another can shake on Saturday.  Motion was made by Councilmember Russo and seconded by Councilmember Darnell.  A roll call vote was held.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner voted yea.  No councilmembers were absent or abstained.  There was no public comment.
Angela Shilling-Boyles, City Clerk called roll.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner were all present.
Also present was City Attorney Russel Cremaldi and Clay Breaud of Providence/GSE.
Motion was made by Councilmember Rentrop and seconded by Councilmember Darnell to dispense with the reading and approve the June 2, 2015 Minutes. All Councilmembers voted yea. 
Motion was made by Councilmember Russo and seconded Councilmember Mendoza to accept the submission of the financial statement with period ending May 31, 2015.   All Councilmembers voted yea.

Representative Sam Jones announced to the Mayor and Council that J-turns are in the State Budget for the City of Patterson.  In addition, other monies have been approved for water meters, Main Street/Cultural District and the Cypress Sawmill Festival.
Edmond “Eddie” Guidry was a guest.  He announced his candidacy for 16th Judicial Judgeship.
Ryan Aucoin, Community Development Director, announced that the City of Patterson has received State Designation for the Cultural District by the State of Louisiana.   Mayor Grogan stated that the designated areas for the cultural district are able to claim a 25% tax credit.
Mayor Grogan announced that the City received a bid for the asphaltic concrete overlay from Diamond B Construction Company, LLC, out of Alexandria, Louisiana for $505,829.63.   The City also received an alternate bid from Diamond B Construction Company, LLC, to include Hickory Street, for $737, 953.63.  The Mayor asked the Council to consider the bid including Hickory Street.
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Mayor Grogan announced the retirement of Fire Chief Sherel Martin and Assistant Fire Chief Lonnie Easley.  The Mayor recommended Eric Boudreaux as the City of Patterson’s Fire Chief and Scott Domangue as the Assistant Fire Chief.  Motion was made by Councilmember Rentrop and seconded by Councilmember Darnell to accept the Mayor’s recommendations. A roll call vote was held.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner voted yea.  No councilmembers were absent or abstained. 
 Mayor Grogan recommended Paula Dewey to fill the vacancy on the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Motion was made by Councilmember Darnell and seconded by Councilmember Mendoza to accept the Mayor’s recommendation.   A roll call vote was held.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner voted yea.  No councilmembers were absent or abstained.
Motion was made by Councilmember Mendoza and seconded by Councilmember Rentrop to authorize the Mayor to execute the engagement letter from Kolder, Champagne, Slaven and Company, LLC.  All Councilmembers voted yea.

Motion was made by Councilmember Rentrop and seconded by Councilmember Mendoza to fill out the Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire.  All Councilmembers voted yea.

Motion was made by Councilmember Mendoza and seconded by Councilmember Russo to allow two can shakes on Saturday, July 11, 2015, the 8th grade AAU from 9:00AM until Noon and the 10 year old softball team from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.
Motion was made by Councilmember Rentrop and seconded by Councilmember Mendoza to adopt a resolution authorizing Mayor Grogan to execute a contract with a contractor to demolish the building at 1300 Main Street.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner voted yea.  No councilmembers were absent or abstained. 
Motion was made by Councilmember Mendoza and seconded by Councilmember Russo to adopt a resolution authorizing Mayor Grogan to advertise and receive bids for the 3MGD Compact Clarification System, Water Treatment Plant.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner voted yea.  No councilmembers were absent or abstained.
Motion was made by Councilmember Mendoza and seconded by Councilmember Darnell to adopt the Resolution adopting the Personnel Manual with changes to pages 25 and 45, changing administrative offices workday from a 7 ½ hour to an 8 hour workday.
Motion was made by Councilmember Mendoza and seconded by Councilmember Rentrop to deny the variance request for 124 Red Cypress Road changing R6 Residential to C- Commercial.  A roll call vote was held.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner voted yea.  No councilmembers were absent or abstained.
Motion was made by Councilmember Mendoza and seconded by Councilmember Rentrop to deny the variance request for 1831 Main Street from R6 Residential to C- Commercial.  A roll call vote was held.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, and Russo voted yea.  Councilmember Turner voted nay.  The variance was denied.

Motion was made by Councilmember Mendoza and seconded by Councilmember Rentrop to deny amending the zoning ordinance, section 5.401 pertaining to mobile homes.  A roll call vote was held.  Councilmembers Mendoza, Rentrop, and Russo voted yea; Councilmembers Darnell and Turner voted nay.  The amendment to the ordinance was denied.

The Mayor asked to go into executive session.

The Mayor asked to resume the Council Meeting.  
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Upon returning from executive session, the Mayor asked for a motion to amend the agenda to take action on the settlement proposal in the B.P. lawsuit.  Motion was made by Councilmember Rentrop and seconded by Councilmember Russo.  All councilmembers voted yea.

Councilmember Russo made a motion to accept the proposed settlement from B.P. and Councilmember Darnell seconded the motion.  All Councilmembers voted yea.
The Mayor thanked KWBJ for the PSA informing the public of vicious dog problems.  
He expressed sorrow in the deaths of Elizabeth Romero and Frank Cali’s Sister, Lorena Ledoux.
Clay Breaud with Providence/GSE presented an engineering report.  He also clarified that the City of Patterson has 45 days to make an award on the bids for the streets.     
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, Councilmember Mendoza made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilmember Darnell.  All Councilmembers voted yea.
______________________________

_________________________________

Angela Shilling-Boyles, City Clerk

Rodney A. Grogan, Mayor
