Minutes – January 5, 2016
City of Patterson, Louisiana 

The regular meeting of the Mayor and Council of the City of Patterson, Louisiana was held on Tuesday, January 5, 2016.  The meeting was held at 1314 Main Street in the Council meeting room at 6:30 PM.

Mayor Rodney Grogan presided over the meeting.
6:30 PM – REGULAR MEETING
The Mayor called the Council Meeting to order.

Nolen Borel led the Invocation.

Councilmember Russo led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Angela Shilling-Boyles, City Clerk, called roll.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner were present.  
Also present was Clay Breaud of Providence/GSE.
Motion was made by Councilmember Rentrop and seconded by Councilmember Darnell to dispense with the reading and approve the December 1, 2015 Minutes.  All Councilmembers voted yea.

Motion was made by Councilmember Rentrop and seconded Councilmember Russo to accept the submission of the financial statement with period ending November 30, 2015.   All Councilmembers voted yea.
Don Rodriguez, a resident of Tiffany Street expressed his concern about the Black Bears coming into the neighborhood.  Mayor Grogan read a letter he sent to Senator Allain and Representative Jones on December 17, 2015 asking for assistance in reducing the problems our citizens are having with the Black Bears.  

Catherine Siracusa, St. Mary Parish Black Bear Conflict Officer spoke about the Black Bear Situation.  She stressed the importance of residents not feeding the bears.  Ms. Siracusa said not all residents are locking their garbage cans.  Ms. Siracusa is hopeful the Parish will pass an ordinance that will allow municipalities to discipline residents not complying.
There was no other public comment.
Mayor Grogan asked for a can shake permit for the Patterson High School Project Graduation on Saturday, January 9, 2016, from 9AM to 2PM.  Motion was made by Councilmember Mendoza to grant the permit, seconded by Councilmember Russo.  All Councilmembers voted yea.  
The Mayor and Council received reports from Police Chief Patrick LaSalle; Public Works Director, Steve Bierhorst; Water Plant Supervisor, Sharon Gillum; and Community Development /Affairs, Ryan Aucoin.
Mayor Grogan announced that Carl’s Gifts for Tots and the Elderly was a big success.
Councilmember Travis Darnell announced he will be having a Social Study Fair at the American Legion Hall on February 20, 2016.  Councilmember Darnell also thanked the Community Center for tutoring children after school; he sees a difference with the students.   Tutoring starts back January 6, 2016.
Mayor Grogan asked to amend the agenda to request a permit for the Martin Luther King Day Parade.   Councilmember Mendoza made the motion to amend the agenda to request a permit for the MLK Day Parade, seconded by Councilmember Rentrop.  A roll call vote was held.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner voted yea.  
Mayor Grogan asked to amend the agenda to add the introduction of an ordinance to sell immovable property.  Motion was made by Councilmember Darnell and seconded by Councilmember Mendoza to amend the agenda to sell surplus property.  A roll call vote was held.  Councilmembers Darnell, Mendoza, Rentrop, Russo and Turner voted yea.
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Chief LaSalle granted the request for the MLK Day Parade.

Mayor Grogan spoke at length about closing in the Hickory Street Ditches.  This project cost was $600,000 two years ago.  The Housing Authority has 250 feet of ditches.  The Mayor asked for help with their portion.  Mayor Grogan stated we will need assistance for this project.
Motion was made by Councilmember Rentrop and seconded by Councilmember Mendoza to introduce an ordinance authorizing and directing the sale of property at 1321 Main Street, by public sale, for a minimum bid of $22,500.00.  All Councilmembers voted yea. 
Clay Breaud with Providence/GSE gave an update on the Water Plant and the Asphaltic concrete project.
There being no further business to come before the Mayor and Council, Councilmember Mendoza made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilmember Darnell.  All Councilmembers present voted yea.
______________________________

_________________________________

Angela Shilling-Boyles, City Clerk

Rodney A. Grogan, Mayor
