Minutes -September 2, 2025
Council Meeting
City of Patterson, Louisiana 


The Mayor and Council of the City of Patterson, Louisiana, met on Tuesday, September 2, 2025.   The meeting was held at 6:00 p.m. in the council meeting room at 1314 Main Street. 

Mayor Rodney Grogan called the meeting to order.

Pastor Patrick Jones with Good Hope Baptist Church led the invocation.   

Councilmember Miranda Weinbach led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Midge Bourgeois, City Clerk, called the Roll. Councilmembers  DeMale Bowden, Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle were present.

Councilmember Miranda Weinbach made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Mamie Perry, to dispense with the reading and approve the August 5, 2025, minutes. Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and  Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.

Monica Mabile, Accounting Clerk, presented the monthly financial report, detailing the General and Utility funds.   A motion was made by Councilmember Mamie Perry and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem to accept the financial statement submission.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and  Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.

There were no public comments.

Mr. Robert Williams raised concerns about the lack of streetlights on St. Mary Street, but he is still getting charged for streetlights.  Mayor Grogan advised that he needs to address any problems with Steve Bierhorst, Public Works Director.  Mr. Bierhorst advised that Mr. Williams lives behind the Exxon station, and there are no Cleco poles on that street. The only poles there are spot poles that belong to the trailer park.  Mayor Grogan advised that Steve Bierhorst contact Cleco and have the poles installed on St. Mary Street; otherwise, we will need to remove the light fee from those citizens' monthly bills, as they should not be paying for streetlights if they don't have them.    Steve Bierhorst will contact Cleco to inspect the street for pole placement.

Mrs. Beverly Domengeaux with the St. Mary Council on Aging announced that it is National Senior Center Month and asked the Mayor and Council for their support in signing a proclamation in support of National Senior Center Month.   A motion was made by Councilmember Ray Dewey and seconded by Councilmember Mamie Perry to accept this proclamation.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and  Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.

Patrick and Angelika Jones request permission to use the pavilion at Morey Park on November 15, 2025, from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for their daughter’s wedding reception.   Mr. Jones stated that they wanted to use the pavilion and set up a tent adjacent to it for the reception.   They will not stop others from using the park.   Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle made the motion to allow the reception to be held in Morey Park, and Councilmember DeMale Bowden seconded.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and  Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.

Patrick Jones with the Patterson Housing Authority stated that they will be hosting a first-time home buyer class at the Patterson Community Center from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on the following dates: September 9th, September 16th, September 23rd, September 30th, and October 7th, 2025.   Mr. Jones advised that this is a 5-week class, and anyone who completes it will receive a certificate, which will help them determine the type of loan they may be eligible for to purchase a home.

Mayor Grogan advised the council that Mr. Emfremzimbalist Randle appeared before the council at the August meeting, requesting support for the EBP Community Initiative.   Mr. Randle did not have the Proclamation at the time to be signed, so the mayor asked the council for a motion in support of EBP Boxing.  Councilmember Mamie Perry made the motion to approve this proclamation, and Councilmember DeMale Bowden seconded the motion.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and  Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.
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Mayor Grogan stated that he would be calling up Mr. Chris Cooper, representing Wards 5 & 8, to the podium, but first, he wanted to read a letter that the city received from Wards 5 & 8 on August 8, 2025.  The letter, addressed “To Whom It May Concern”, was received by email, stating that on October 1, 2025, the commission would be increasing the sewer treatment rate.   The rate increase is $1.50, with $1.00 representing the increase rate and 50 cents representing the increase rate for repairs and replacement per 1000 gallons.   Mayor Grogan advised that he wanted Mr. Cooper to explain to the public the increase, especially since the City of Patterson is moving into the second year of a three-year commitment to the city’s new pricing structure on water and sewage.   This three-year commitment was designed to avoid a one-time burden on consumers, so it was spread over three years.  Mayor Grogan advised that this increase from Wards 5 & 8 is being imposed upon us with no input from the public and no data to support why this increase should not be passed.    Chris Cooper advised the Mayor and Council that their entire infrastructure system is aging terribly, having been neglected for many years; in fact, it was just patched and repaired as needed.   Mr. Cooper went on to state that Wards 5 & 8 had to spend $70,000 to rent pumps to get through the aftermath of a hurricane, all their generators are broken to the point of being unreparable, and they have numerous other problems.  When asked by Councilmember Miranda Weinbach if maintenance schedules exist, Mr. Cooper replied, "No."   The answer 'no' was again given by Mr. Cooper when the Mayor Pro Tem asked if any remedies existed for the study.   Mr. Cooper went on to state that Wards 5 & 8 had so many significant problems that they are just trying to get them resolved to make this place dependable, and within the last year and a half, they have spent a lot of money trying to get everything back in shape, and they have a long way to go.    According to Mr. Cooper, the simplest way to put it is that Wards 5 & 8 are currently struggling, and they are just doing what they can.  Before 2023, there was no rate study for fifteen years. They do have a rate study plan, but at the moment, LRWA is running behind.    Again, Mayor Grogan stated to Mr. Cooper, 'I didn’t call you here to bash you or the board. The thing I didn’t like was that the two boards didn’t meet. The city was just informed of an increase, but there was no data to support this increase. City of Patterson has a representative on that board, and that representative never came forward to advise that this was coming up; we just received a letter by email.  The letter stating per 1000 gallons, Mr. Cooper replied that was an error in the letter, it is per 10,000 gallons, and advised the Mayor and Council will get a new letter stating 10,000 per gallon.   The minutes from Wards 5 & 8 were not available to see what was stated at their board meeting regarding the gallons; was it 1,000 gallons or 10,000 gallons?  Councilmember Miranda Weinbach asked Mr. Cooper if they had a maintenance schedule for the equipment.  Mr. Cooper replied honestly, "No, there has never been one, and that is the whole problem with all this."  

Mayor Grogan asked for a motion to amend the agenda to rearrange the order of items on the agenda.  Councilmember DeMale Bowden made a motion to rearrange the order of items on the agenda under New Business to discuss.  Councilmember Ray Dewey seconded this motion.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and  Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.
There were no comments from the public on the amended agenda.

Andrew Bienvieu, Billing Clerk, explained the sewer increase for the City of Patterson.  Residential customers will pay a flat rate of $15.23 and $8.18 per 1000 gallons after the first 2000 gallons.  Commercial customers will pay $21.12 flat rate and $10.61 per 1000 gallons after the first 2000 gallons.   These increases automatically increase annually by the amount that the Consumer Price Index CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), which the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor publishes.  These increases have nothing to do with the rise that Wards 5 & 8 want to put in place; these increases are from the Ordinance that was put in place last year after the City of Patterson had a rate study done.   Mayor Grogan asks that the new rates be placed on the City of Patterson’s website.   Councilmember asked since nothing can be done with the ordinance at the moment, he moved to have the Introduction of Ordinance tabled, and Councilmember DeMale Bowden seconded this motion.   Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and  Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  Mayor Grogan advised that we will need to have a Special Call Meeting on Tuesday, September 9, 2025, to introduce the ordinance once the city receives clarification from Wards 5 & 8 on gallons, as Mr. Cooper with Wards 5 & 8 stated the letter is wrong, it should be per 10,000 gallons, but the letter states per 1000 gallons.  He did state we would receive a new letter in the morning with corrected gallons.
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Sharon Gillum, Water Plant Supervisor address the public about the notice that was sent out to the residents in Patterson regarding higher than normal levels of TTHMs.   This typically occurs in warmer months, such as July and August, naturally resulting in higher TTHM levels not only in our system but in all water systems. The last few months have been very hot.   The federal limit is 80, and the city exceeded 82/82 at both sites. This typically occurs on dead-end streets, such as those south of the rail, where three streets are dead ends.  She went on to advise that the state will recollect samples in October.  
The water is safe to drink.   Health concerns associated with TTHMs are linked to prolonged exposure over 20 years or more. The water is safe to drink and use.  All personnel who work at the water plant are certified. If anyone has any issues, please don't hesitate to give them a call.  She will be more than happy to speak with anyone who is concerned.

Russell Cremaldi, City Attorney, discussed a policy for ADA Accommodation Request for Utility Fee Waivers and appointment of an ADA Coordinator and Appeal Officer.   He went on to advise the council that the document is an ADA policy, which addresses the ADA, or Americans with Disabilities Act. This is a federal law designed to help people who have actual disabilities.   Mr. Cremaldi stated that if you have a municipality with over 50 employees. Patterson has more than 50 employees. It is his understanding that you have a written policy, a written ADA Coordinator, and that the Coordinator is the person to whom you apply. The Coordinator's job is to review the application, consider it, and make a decision on what they think should be done.   The coordinator, who gathers all the information from the applicant, makes the first decision.  If the applicant disapproves of the decision, then the applicant can appeal the decision, whereas that would be an Appeal Officer.   The Appeal Officer will then look at all the information, and that officer will make the final decision as to what the town’s position is going to be.   This can still go further if the applicant doesn’t like the final decision.   Mr. Cremaldi stated he prepared a standard ADA policy; the city will need to appoint a Coordinator, whom he feels should be Holden Murray, Human Resources Director for the City of Patterson, and also appoint an Appeal Officer.   At the next meeting, if the city wants to take action, then you would need to adopt a police, name an ADA Coordinator, and name an Appeal Officer as per Russell Cremaldi.    Holden Murray advised the council that he has been practicing ADA work on the employee side for years and wanted the council to know that not only is he certified in this area, but he is also vice president of the Louisiana Risk Management Association, which ADA also falls under.   He went on to say that he and Midge Bourgeois, City Clerk, go twice a year to conferences for the Louisiana Risk Management Association.   Mr. Murray advised the Mayor and Council that if he is appointed as ADA Coordinator, he is more than qualified for this position.

Mayor Grogan introduces Resolutions of Respect to honor the memory of  Mr. Edilberto “Eddy” Gamboa and Mrs. Alice Diana Bryant. A motion was made by Councilmember DeMale Bowden and seconded by Councilmember Mamie Perry to accept the resolutions.  DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and  Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.

Chief Grogan had no comments.

Fire Chief Scott Hutton had no comments.

Steve Bierhorst stated that as of this afternoon, all of the rehabilitated sewer lift stations are online, and there are a few little issues with mission control that have to be worked through.  Overall, everything is looking good.

C.J. Franklin with Providence Engineering advised that they are working through the punch list to get items checked off, and all documents have been submitted to USDA.   All documents are in hand and are being revised for the FY 2024 Natural Gas Distribution Infrastructure Safety and Modernization Grants as per the August 13th meeting.   Revised documents will be sent to PHSMA before the next meeting.

Slade Sanders, Main Street Chairman, stated the festival is on Saturday, October 11, 2025.   Mr. Sanders advised that the bands have been secured, and they do have openings for a few more vendors.

Chief Grogan stated that he forgot to mention that on October 2, 2025, the Patterson Police Department will be hosting Night Out Against Crime from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the parking lot.
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Mayor Grogan stated that since Halloween, October 31, 2025, falls on a Friday, there are football games, so all the mayors decided that Halloween would be held on Thursday, October 30, 2025.  

With no further business before the Mayor and Council, Councilmember DeMale Bowden motioned to adjourn, seconded by Councilmember Mamie Perry. The Council unanimously agreed.  


_______________________________    	    
Rodney A. Grogan, Mayor

 ________________________________
Midge Bourgeois, City Clerk			
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