
Minutes -July 7, 2026
Council Meeting
City of Patterson, Louisiana 


The Mayor and Council of the City of Patterson, Louisiana, met on Tuesday, July 7, 2026.   The meeting was held at 6:00 p.m. in the council meeting room at 1314 Main Street. 

Mayor Rodney Grogan called the meeting to order.

Pastor Keith Tayloe with Bethel Pentecostal led the invocation.   

The Pledge of Allegiance was said in unison.

Midge Bourgeois, City Clerk, called the Roll. Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr.,  Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle were present.  

Police Chief Garrett Grogan was in attendance. C.J. Franklin with Providence Engineering and Russell Cremaldi, City Attorney, were absent.

Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Mamie Perry, to dispense with the reading and approve the June 2, 2026 minutes.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Monica Mabile, Accounting Clerk, advised the council in their packets that they have the income statements for the General Fund and Utility Fund, along with the breakdowns from July 1, 2025 through May 2026. Mayor Grogan stated that we kicked off the official FY 2026-2027 budget on July 1, 2027.   He advised that we ended the FY 2025-2026 on June 30, 2026. The auditors met with Mayor Grogan, Midge Bourgeois, Monica Mabile, Councilmembers Miranda Weinbach and Ray Dewey to review the audit and report their findings.  According to Mayor Grogan, the auditors from Darnall, Sikes and Frederick will be at the next council meeting to speak with the council and the public about the completed 2025-2026 audit.   A motion was made by Councilmember Ray Dewey and seconded by Councilmember Mamie Perry to accept the financial report. Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Mayor Grogan advised that we would now move to public comments.   He advised that we would speak only about the items on the agenda.   He did ask those speaking to be very respectful and polite; they will have only 3 minutes to speak. After 3 minutes, we will move on to the next person.

Mayor Grogan opened by saying that, as mayor, he does not have the authority to hire, suspend, or terminate anyone in the Police Department without a letter of recommendation from Chief of Police Garrett Grogan, who is an elected official.  Before the Home Rule Charter, the appointed Chief of Police, the mayor, and the council were governed by the Larson Act.    Now, under the Home Rule Charter, the mayor again cannot and does not have the authority to hire, suspend, or terminate anyone in the Police Department without a letter of recommendation from the Chief of Police, unless it gets to the point where public safety, welfare, and legal issues become a problem. We meet with the Chief of Police to make a recommendation.  No elected official can discipline another elected official.  Mayor Grogan went on to state that he can’t discipline the Chief, and the Chief can’t discipline the Mayor.   The public is the one; when you go out to vote, you control that.

Jamie Jackson of Redeemed Life Fellowship is asking to host a Vacation Bible School registration for their church in Morey Park on July 22, 2026, from noon to 4:00 p.m.  This event will include snowballs, fun jumps, and other exciting things. VBS will be held at their church July 23, 2026, through July 26, 2026.   Chief of Police Garrett Grogan had no issue with the party in the park.  Mayor Grogan asked Slade Sanders, Chairperson of the Lower Atchafalaya Cultural District, if his committee had anything scheduled that day; Mr. Sanders advised that there was none.   Council approves this request.  

Several residents of the City of Patterson (Cotina Walton, Hope Chapman, Nikki Washington, Jessie Wesley Sr., Jessie Wesley, Jr., and Broderick Bennett) spoke on issues and complaints about Officer Sam Tezeno.  The residents spoke on Officer Tezeno's behavior of harassing and intimidating them or family members.    Chief Grogan advised that each resident's concern is being looked into.
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Councilmember DeMale Bowden, Jr. made the motion and was seconded by Councilmember Miranda Weinbach to adopt the Resolution approving the appointment of Andrew Bienvenu as Director and Courtney Williams as the alternate Director to represent the City of Patterson on the Board of Directors for the Louisiana Municipal Natural Gas Purchasing and Distribution Authority as provided by Chapter 10-B of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.    Mayor Grogan went on to say that gas prices are going up, and we will need to have a gas study done.  Louisiana Municipal Gas Association has directed all municipalities to conduct a rate study to ensure they are not incurring a loss.

Fire Chief Scott Hutton explained what a Cascade System is.  It's actually the compressor they use to fill their air tanks, the air packs they use to go into fires.  The one the fire department currently has in place is only good to fill up. This system costs around $75,000, so Franklin has offered to enter into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with the City of Patterson to donate fire service equipment no longer needed by the Franklin Fire Department.   This agreement is described as an improvement to fire protection within the City of Patterson.   A motion was made by Councilmember Mamie Perry and seconded by Councilmember DeMale Bowden, Jr. Mayor Grogan called the roll.   Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.    

Mayor Grogan advised that we will hear from Chief Grogan regarding the request for two new police units.   As Mayor Grogan noted, this is on the agenda because we just passed our budget and held budget workshops in April and May; the request for new police units wasn’t included.  There was a miscommunication between the Chief and the Accounting Clerk; after the budget was approved, the request came in to get two new vehicles.  Had the Chief put this request in before the budget was approved or attended a workshop stating he needed new vehicles, we would not be here discussing it.  This request immediately throws our budget off the legislative auditors' 5% close to 5% over, but we can’t go over even with revenues.    In no way are we denying the vehicles, but the Chief will need to ask and speak with the council because we have to account for the fact that we are starting this budget over $120,000 over. This is just vehicles, no equipment.    Councilmember DeMale Bowden, Jr. tabled this issue until next month's council meeting to give the Chief time to get exact numbers on what he needs for the police department for these two new units.   Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condole seconded this motion.  Mayor Grogan called the roll.   Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condole voted yes.    

Chief Scott Hutton introduced the Junior Firefighter Program, explaining its purpose, age requirements, and how it aligns with the State Fire Marshal's insurance requirements.    Councilmember DeMale Bowden, Jr. tabled this program, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle seconded it until we can get more information and clarification from Russel Cremaldi, City Attorney.  Mayor Grogan called the roll.   Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condole voted yes.    

Patrick Jones, Chairperson for the Patterson Housing Authority, provided an update on the Patterson Housing Authority, including the naming of sites and upcoming events.   Mr. Jones also mentioned they are waiting for CFP to award funding so they can start installing central air and heat for the elderly site, where they will be using split units.  He also expressed that they are working on signs and rules for each play area.    

Councilmember Mamie Perry made the motion to approve the Resolution of Respect for the late Eugenie “Didi” Battle, seconded by Councilmember Ray Dewey.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condole voted yes.    

Chief Grogan – no comments.

Fire Chief Scott Hutton – no comments

Andrew Bienvenu – no comments.

Sharon Gillum – no comments.
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With no further business before the Mayor and Council, a motion was made by Councilmember Mamie Perry to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilmember DeMale Bowden, Jr.  The Council unanimously agreed.



_______________________________    	    
Rodney A. Grogan, Mayor

 ________________________________
Midge Bourgeois, City Clerk		
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