
Minutes -September 1, 2026
Council Meeting
City of Patterson, Louisiana 


The Mayor and Council of the City of Patterson, Louisiana, met on Tuesday, September 1, 2026.   The meeting was held at 6:00 p.m. in the council meeting room at 1314 Main Street. 

Mayor Rodney Grogan called the meeting to order.

Pastor Steve Manville with Bethel Pentecostal Fellowship led the invocation.   

The Pledge of Allegiance was led in unison.

A Moment of Silence was given to the late Mr. Russel Cremaldi, who served as City Attorney for the City of Patterson for 35-plus years, and to the family of singer Dolly Parton.

Midge Bourgeois, City Clerk, called the Roll. Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr.,  Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle were present.  

Police Chief Garrett Grogan and C.J. Franklin with Providence Engineering were in attendance.  

Councilmember Miranda Weinbach made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Mamie Perry, to dispense with the reading and approve the   August 11, 2026 minutes.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Beverly Wanza, Accountant, presented the monthly financial report for July 2026, noting that it is preliminary because the fiscal year 2026 close, beginning balance verification, several bank reconciliations, and the current-year revenue review are still underway.  Ms. Wanza stated that the adopted fiscal year 2027 budget has not been loaded into  CSAS, so she will be presenting the budget for action comparison at tonight’s meeting and advised that her immediate priorities is to complete all bank reconciliations, make sure that nay unsupported balances are carried forward, and are in the correct fiscal year.  The other important thing is to complete the fiscal year 2026 closing entries and balance forward and verify the 2027 beginning balances, which council was advised they should see on the next report.   Councilmember Mamie Perry made a motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle, to accept the monthly financial report.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

There were no public comments.

The City of Patterson honored its hometown hero, Mrs. Lauren Rentrop, Louisiana Principal of the Year, with a parade and Key to the City reception. Mrs. Rentrop is principal of Patterson Junior High School.  A Key to the City was also presented to Ms. Rachel Sanders, St. Mary Parish School Superintendent.

Demetrius Wilson and Mrs. Jones of Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center said they will host a Health Screening on October 6, 2026, at West Street Station.  On September 12, 2026, they will also do screenings at Skinner’s Barber Shop for Prostate Cancer Awareness Month.

Brenda Thomas with Chez Hope discusses the organization’s services for victims of domestic violence, including shelter, protective orders, and legal advocacy.   Mayor Grogan reads the Domestic Violence Awareness Month Proclamation.  A motion was made by Councilmember Mamie Perry and seconded by Councilmember DeMale Bowden.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Efremzimbalist Randle of EBP Boxing spoke about the upcoming community boxing event on Saturday, September 19, 2026, at the Berwick Civic Center.  They are bringing amateur boxing to the community and are looking for sponsors and community support.  

Councilmember DeMale Bowden moved to untable the motion and discuss Ordinance 2026-09, increasing the pay for the Chief of Police.  Mayor Grogan asked for a second; no one seconded, and the motion failed.
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Councilmember DeMale Bowden moved to table discussion and approval of purchasing a service truck from the Fire Department because the city has not received an intergovernmental agreement due to the untimely passing of City Attorney Mr. Russel Cremaldi.   Mr. Bowden advised that he would like to table this issue until an interim council can review the intergovernmental agreement for this service truck purchase.

Councilmember Miranda Weinback seconded the motion to table discussion and approval of purchasing a service truck from the Fire Department until the interim council reviews the intergovernmental agreement.

William Gil with Planning and Zoning presented to council the rezone request for 1305 Eleventh St., Patterson, LA, to rezone R1 residential to C2 business by Emmanuel Listi ETAl  "3.5 AC BD WILLIAMS - SWITCH - VIGUERIE - ST RR - RR LESS SALE 10T 104678 ACQ 37S 247958'   A copy of the minutes from Planning and Zoning was presented to council stating the Planning and Zoning board giving their recommendation to grant the request   Councilmember Ray Dewey made the motion to approve the rezoning request and seconded by Councilmember Mamie Perry.  Mayor Grogan did roll call.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

William Gil with Planning and Zoning presented to council the rezone request for 0 Park St., Patterson, LA, to rezone R1 residential to C1 business by Emmanuel  Listi ETAl "LOT DESIGNATED BLK 11 HAUSMAN BROS AND NORMAN LTD SUBD PER PLAT 3P 44044 BD NORMAN AVE - ELEVENTH ST - HAUSMAN AVE - RAILROAD ACQ 37T 248128".  A copy of the Planning and Zoning minutes was presented to council, stating that the Planning and Zoning board recommended granting the request.  Councilmember Ray Dewey made the motion to approve the rezoning request, and Councilmember Mamie Perry seconded it.  Mayor Grogan did roll call.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Andrew Bienvenu presented the annual increase in water and sewer rates, reflecting the CPI of 3.4%.  The new residential and commercial water and sewer rates are detailed, with a flat sewer rate.  Residential water impound will be $23.50 for the first 2000 gallons and $9.79 per 1000 gallons after that.    In-town commercial rates will be $44.90 for the first 4000 gallons and $13.33 thereafter.  Out-of-town residential water will be $27.08 for the first 2,000 gallons and $10.13 per 1,000 gallons thereafter.    Out-of-town commercial rates will be $52.04 for the first 4000 gallons and $14.06 thereafter.  Residential sewer will be a flat rate of $18.84, then $10.02 per 1000.  The commercial flat rate for sewer will be $24.94, then $12.52 per 1000 gallons thereafter.

Mayor Grogan read the Resolution of Respect for Mr. Russel Cremaldi, City Attorney for the City of Patterson for 35-plus years.  Mayor Grogan spoke about Mr. Cremaldi's integrity, loyalty, and intelligence.  The passing of Mr. Cremaldi was a great loss to this city, to our community, and to 
St. Mary Parish.  A motion was made by Councilmember DeMale Bowden and seconded by Ray Dewey.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Mayor Grogan read the Resolution of Respect for Dolly Parton.  A motion was made by Councilmember DeMale Bowden and seconded by Ray Dewey.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Mayor Grogan asked the council, out of respect for Mr. Russel Cremaldi, to wait 30 days to announce a new city attorney.  Mr. Ed Jones with Edward B. Jones and Associates will be handling all of the city’s paperwork for now.   A motion was made by Councilmember DeMale Bowden for a period of mourning and seconded by Councilmember Mamie Perry.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.

Mayor Grogan announced the city has received $25,000 for Economic Development from Act Three of 2026 RLS sales tax dedication from Senator Allain and our state representative.  We also received $25,000 for the renovation of Park Street Park under Act 96961 of 2026, RLS state aid to local government entities, from the same state reps. We received $50,000 with no stated purpose for sales 
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tax dedication from the same state representatives, and $100,000 with no stated purpose from the same act.  

C.J. Franklin with Providence Engineering provided updates on the NEPA process for the gas line project and the preconstruction request for funds.

Police Chief Garrett Grogan announced the annual Night Out Against Crime event on Tuesday, September 29, 2026, from 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. and also reminded everyone of the PHS Alumni picnic on September 19, 2026.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Mayor Grogan announced that the Shrimp and Petroleum Festival will kick off festivities this Thursday with a ribbon-cutting at 5:15 p.m.; after the ribbon-cutting, the rides will begin.  The visiting queens will arrive Saturday morning at 9:30 at the tourist building, and the fair will conclude on Monday.

Mrs. Beverly Domengeaux had no comments.

Patrick Jones with the Patterson Housing Authority had no comments.

Andrew Bienvenu discussed the upcoming recreation flag football season and the need for additional mileage to support the Patterson Civic and youth programs.


With no further business before the Mayor and Council, a motion was made by Councilmember Mamie Perry to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilmember DeMale Bowden, Jr.  The Council unanimously agreed.





_______________________________    	    
Rodney A. Grogan, Mayor




 ________________________________
Midge Bourgeois, City Clerk		
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