



Minutes – October 6, 2026
Council Meeting
City of Patterson, Louisiana 


The Mayor and Council of the City of Patterson, Louisiana, met on Tuesday, October 6, 2026.   The meeting was held at 6:00 p.m. in the council meeting room at 1314 Main Street. 

Mayor Rodney Grogan called the meeting to order.

Rev. Wendell Howse led the invocation.   

Councilmember Mamie Perry led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Midge Bourgeois, City Clerk, called the Roll. Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr.,  Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle were present.  

Police Chief Garrett Grogan was in attendance.  C.J. Franklin with Providence Engineering was absent.

Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle moved, and Councilmember Mamie Perry seconded, to dispense with the reading and approve the September 2, 2026, minutes.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Beverly Wanza, Accountant, presented a preliminary first-quarter report showing that the General Fund and Utility Fund are approximately 98 percent complete.   Ms. Wanza said the city is currently in the black; total investments are approximately $2.8 million, and total assets are nearly $3 million.  She added that she will begin providing department heads with individual budget distributions to track spending against benchmarks better.  Councilmember Mamie Perry moved to accept the financials, and Councilmember DeMale Bowden seconded.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

There were no public comments.

Mrs. Angie Stelly spoke on the Catholic Daughters of America and asked the Mayor and Council to sign the Proclamation designating October 18, 2026, as Catholic Daughters of America Day.   A motion was made by Councilmember Mamie Perry and seconded by Councilmember Ray Dewey to proclaim October 18, 2026, as Catholic Daughters of America Day.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and  Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.

Yanni Paul, Patterson High School senior, and Meghan Thompson, Project Graduation Representative, requested a can shake on October 24, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. until noon.  Chief Garrett Grogan advised he had no issues with the can shake.  Councilmember Ray Dewey moved to approve the can shake, and Councilmember Miranda Weinbach seconded.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and  Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.

Dr. Krystal Hebert of the Arc of St. Mary Center of Hope gave the annual update and discussed services for adults with intellectual disabilities in St. Mary Parish.   Dr. Hebert advised that their Prom is March 13, 2027.

Dr. Gary Wiltz presented proposed changes from the St. Mary Parish Charter Commission to modernize local government through several amendments.  The proposed changes include reducing the parish council from 11 members to 8 single-member districts and transitioning the parish president from part-time to full-time.  Dr. Wiltz said the commission reported spending 18 months studying these changes using models from surrounding parishes, such as Terrebonne Parish.

Jeff Meyers of Professional Engineering and Environmental Consultants announced that the City of Patterson has secured a fully funded $5 million state grant for a second water treatment plant expansion project.  The expansion will double water capacity from 1.5 million gallons per day to 3 million gallons per day, double storage capacity, and increase production through an additional clear well project.  Mr. Meyers said the city will build an additional clear well under the new plant.   Bidding will start in two weeks, and the project should begin in December of this year.  
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Clayton Diaz addressed the council about a civil lawsuit against the city stemming from an unfulfilled public records request from the Patterson Police Department dating back to January of this year. 

Edward Jones, interim City Attorney for the City of Patterson, introduced Ordinance No. 26-10 concerning a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the City of Franklin and the City of Patterson for a fire protection improvements via the purchase of one 2002 Ford F55 light duty rescue truck at $35,000 total cost components include an initial down payment of $10,000 paid immediately followed by five consecutive monthly payments of $5000 each once funding is received according to terms out lined by both municipalities respective legal departments through official resolutions drafted by City Attorney Ed Jones following communications between the two cities.   Councilmember DeMale Bowden, Jr. moved to untable the ordinance and discuss purchasing the service truck from the City of Franklin; Councilmember Ray Dewey seconded the motion.    Councilmember DeMale Bowden, Jr. then moved, and Councilmember Mamie Perry seconded, to accept Ordinance No. 26-10 as is, approving a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between the City of Patterson and the City of Franklin.   Mayor Grogan did a roll call.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Mayor Grogan stated that Mr. Russell Cremaldi served as attorney for the City of Patterson for 30+ years.   Mr. Cremaldi passed away at the end of August.  Mayor Grogan and the City Council agreed not to appoint a replacement for Mr. Cremaldi for 30 days.   Mayor Grogan stated that, before we move forward, he wants the record to reflect that the council agrees and that Mr. Russell Cremaldi summoned Attorney Edward Jones to his residence two days before he passed.  They discussed things, then Mr. Cremaldi called Mayor Grogan and asked if he could turn over the City of Patterson’s records to our magistrate at the time, and he recommended that Attorney Ed Jones replace him as the City of Patterson’s attorney.   Mayor Grogan then asked the city council for approval.  Mayor Grogan did roll call. Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes, approving Edward B. Jones as the City of Patterson’s attorney.   The council removed Mr. Jones as the city’s magistrate.  Mr. Edward B. Jones was sworn in as Patterson’s new City Attorney by Judge Curtis Sigur following approval from council.  

Mayor Grogan stated that, after speaking with Chief Garrett Grogan and Mr. Tommy Bourgeois, Mr. Russell Cremaldi’s nephew, Chief Grogan approved Attorney Lloyd Thomas Bourgeois, Jr. as the city’s next Magistrate.   For the record, Mayor Grogan called the roll.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes, approving Lloyd Thomas Bourgeois, Jr. as the city’s new Magistrate.  Judge Anthony Saleme swore in Lloyd Thomas Bourgeois, Jr. as Patterson’s new City Magistrate after the council approved the appointment.

Councilmember Mamie Perry moved to approve Water Meter Change Order No. 1, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle seconded.  This change order uses the remaining funds allocated for the water meter changeouts.   These water meter changeouts will be south of the rail and extend to Pietro Estates. Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Patrick Jones, Patterson Housing Authority Chairman, came before council and stated that one commissioner’s term ends in November.   Ms. Doris Scott will be the outgoing tenant commissioner.  Mr. Jones said he and his board recommend Alexis Griffin as the incoming tenant commissioner, which would be a plus because she is also on the police force.  Councilmember Ray Dewey moved, and Councilmember Miranda Weinbach seconded, to approve Alexis Griffin as the new tenant commissioner.  Councilmembers DeMale Bowden, Jr., Ray Dewey, Mamie Perry, Miranda Weinbach, and Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle voted yes.  

Mayor Grogan stated there will be no action on item 6 (Discussion on Term Limits for Elected Officials), item 7 (Discussion on Placement of Political Campaign Signs before qualifying), and item 8 (discussion on tas for Law Enforcement and Firefighters).  It's basically whether we want to move forward with these items at the next council meeting.   We should meet with Ed Jones, City Attorney, to put it in Ordinance form.  Mayor Grogan advised council that they have a full month to decide and would need to put it on the ballot in the Spring.    Councilmember DeMale Bowden, Jr. will chair a committee to discuss term limits if the public has questions or concerns.  Councilmember Mamie Perry agreed to be on the committee.
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Councilmember Demale Bowden, Jr. will then bring all questions and concerns to the mayor and other councilmembers.

Chief Garrett Grogan, Police Dept., has no comments.

Slade Sanders, Chairman of the Lower Atchafalaya Main Street, advised that the Main Street Festival is still scheduled for this Saturday.   They have not made a decision yet because the forecast keeps changing.  Mr. Sanders advised they will know more by Thursday afternoon or Friday morning.  

Fire Chief Scott Hutton thanked everyone who came to Saturday's open house; turnout was good.  He thanked the council for the Junior Program, which they started promoting to recruit junior volunteers, and they are now reviewing two applications.   In the last three months, the fire department got six new members.

Andrew Bienvenu advised they kicked off flag football season.  Mr. Bienvenu said they started digging a couple of ditches and still have more to do.   He said he attended the Wards 5 & 8 board meeting about the letter to the City of Patterson regarding their CPI going up every year, as ours does with water and sewer.  AT this moment, it will be tabled until Wards 5 & 8 can get everybody to the table for a clearer plan in the future.  Andrew then gave C.J. Franklin the Providence Engineering report since Mr. Franklin could not make the meeting.  It was stated that all the valid information was submitted to USDA per the request, and it's in the final stages of review.  So hopefully that is moving along.

Terry Space – no comments.

Sharon Gillum – no comments.

Jeff Meyers with Professional Engineering and Environmental advised that the state has approved an additional $49,000 to add 60 water meters, in addition to the meters Andrew mentioned earlier.    Mr. Meyers advised that LDH has approved installing a new 10-inch water line from the dead end of the existing water line at Kim Street to David Street, creating a looped system back there.   They also said they are applying for an additional $3 million grant to fund additional water system improvements, including a new groundwater storage tank closer to the road adjacent to the existing fire station.   This would increase the storage capacity to about 500,000 gallons.  Mayor Grogan also said we are considering placing a water tower south of the rail because we have more volume than pressure from Cotton Road to Pietro Estates.  Mayor Grogan said we are applying for a million-dollar grant to build a water tower south of the rail, which will also reduce the number of problems looping south of the rail and increase water pressure.

The next council meeting will not be on November 3, 2026, because that is Election Day; it will be on Tuesday, November 10. 2026.  Also, Mayor Grogan advised that our attorney, Ed Jones, has asked for a special call meeting next week regarding the two lawsuits, and we will go into executive session.  This meeting will be next Tuesday, October 13, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

With no further business before the Mayor and Council, Mayor Pro Tem Lee Condolle moved to adjourn the meeting, and Councilmember Miranda Weinbach seconded.  The Council unanimously agreed.



_______________________________    	    
Rodney A. Grogan, Mayor



 ________________________________
Midge Bourgeois, City Clerk		
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